WWW.COMMUNITYPLANNINGALLIANCE.ORG

Land Use Statistics'

Community Planning Alliance Response

Question 1

What is your name?

Marj Powner

Question 2

What is your email address?

info@communityplanningalliance.org

Question 3

Which user group do you fit into?

e campaign group
e community group

e member of the public

(Select all that apply)

Question 4

What do you use the land use statistics for currently?

The Community Planning Alliance uses land use statistics to measure the balance in the
planning system in relation to, for example, new development, housing, farming,
industry/commercial and green spaces/conservation areas.

In using the data, we can question whether policymakers and decision-takers are
considering the right places for developments, how much land is Green Belt, brownfield or
greenfield, for example, to determine the capacity meet all policy requirements (not just
focusing on economic needs and subordinating all other objectives). It also helps us to
understand how much land should be considered for protection for our natural capital
assets and ecosystem services.

Understanding land use statistics is helpful to campaigners when they are considering
local plan responses relating to housing density, for example. They can also more
accurately judge the proportion of productive agricultural land may be affected by
proposed infrastructure or other developments. Food security is as important as any other
type of national security.

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/land-use-statistics-in-england-methodology-changes
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In the future, these statistics will be useful for monitoring gains or losses in environmental
or ecological assets, they can also help to determine whether the suggested benefits of
development have actually been delivered.

Question 5

How often do you use the following statistics?
e« Land use in England statistics
e Land use change: new residential addresses statistics
o Land use change: hectarage statistics

(Weekly / Monthly / Annually / Never)

Monthly

Question 6

Do you support the proposal to adopt Ordnance Survey’s classification in place of the
previous 28 categories as shown in Annex B?

e yes
e nNO

If no, explain why.

Yes

Question 7

Do you support continuing to present land use and land cover as a single combined list of
categories, as now, rather than as 2 separate breakdowns?

e Yyes
e NO

If no, explain why.

Yes

Question 8

Are there specific land uses not separately identified in the proposed categories in Annex B
that you would want to see published as their own category if feasible?

e Yyes
e NO

If yes, explain why.

Yes:
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o Natural and Forestry: Separate out Irreplaceable habitats, local conservation sites,
sites of special scientific interest

e Transport and Utilities: Separate out active travel routes (including restricted
byways and bridleways) as these have very different land-take requirements to
those for motor vehicle traffic

e Transport and Utilities: Separate out Renewable Energy Storage (Battery Energy
Storage Systems) and Data Centres as these have extremely large land-take
requirements.

Question 9

Do you agree that features within a recognisable site, such as a school or hospital, should
be classified as a whole using the land use of the largest site that contains them rather than
by their individual uses?

e yes
e nNO

If no, explain why.

Yes

Question 10

Do you agree with the proposed developed/non-developed split, as shown in Annex B?
e Yyes
e NO

If no, please explain why.

Yes

Question 11

Do you use the land use change releases? If so, which measures within them matter most to
you — for example, the proportion of new addresses on previously developed land, address
density, or hectarage flows between particular categories?

e Yyes
e NO

If yes, explain why.

No: We partially agree. It is important that policymakers and decision-takers can discern
whether the ‘brownfield first’ policies are being implemented but it is equally important to
understand whether we are optimising land use by ensuring that the density of new
housing developments can be measured. Hectarage flows between categories are also
very important.
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Question 12

Are you content with the proposal to drop the discrete ‘vacant’ LUCS category and instead
classify vacant land by its last known use?

e Yyes
e NO

If no, explain why.

Yes

Question 13

Do you agree with the proposed new methodology for calculating new residential address
density?

e yes
e nNO

If no, explain why.

No: We partially agree. It is important to be able to measure overall density in a
residential area as well as the density of new housing.

Question 14

Do you have other suggestions for changes or additions to the new residential addresses or
hectarage releases?

e Yyes
e NO

If yes, please explain further.

Yes: As mentioned in response to question 13, overall density in a defined area should be
able to be measured, along with the density of new housing. In addition, in relation to
hectarage changes, given the first release will be 2025-2027, what interim data sources
will be available?

Question 15

How important is comparability with the statistics published up to 2022 for your use of the
series?

e very important
e somewhat important
e not important

Explain more.

Very important, and it is also very important that there are no gaps in the data (no missing
years, for example).
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Question 16

Would an approximate, caveated correspondence between the LUCS and OS Tier A
categories be useful to you?

e yes
e nNO

If no, explain why.

Yes

Question 17

Do you agree with the proposed publication schedule?
e yes
e NO

If no, explain why.

No: We partially agree. It is important that there is no gap in data sets given the focus on
development and changes in land use.

Question 18

Do the proposed publication format and geographic breakdowns -local authority, MSOA,
LSOA, Green Belt and flood risk - meet your needs?

e Yyes
e NO

If no, explain why.

No: We partially agree. The geographic breakdowns need to include Mayoral Authorities
and future Spatial Development Strategy areas, as well as National Parks and the Broads
(as they are planning authorities).

Question 19

What additional breakdowns, classes or geographic intersections would you find most
valuable in future editions?

See our response to questions 8 and 18 above.

Question 20

Do you have any other comments or suggestions based on the proposals in this document?

See our response to questions 8 and 18 above.
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Kind regards

Marj Powner

Joint Chair

Community Planning Alliance
07801917375

About the Community Planning Alliance

The Community Planning Alliance? is a national umbrella group for over 700 communities?,
all are campaigning against inappropriate development in their areas, and all disagree that
decisions are being made in the ‘public interest’. We have extensive knowledge and
experience of the planning system, and our aims include seeking increased community
participation, better environmental protections and the right homes and infrastructure in the
right places.

2 https://communityplanningalliance.org/
3 https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?11=52.97433203327261%2C-
1.0471043976708527&=z=7&mid=1nFg3i1Ft5-K4LadaEMCb0Owr17-133Kk
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